


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
TO THIS ONLINE EDITION

The volumes of Rbododendrons and Rhododendrons with Magnolias and
Camellias issued between 1973 and 1982 could not have been
published online without the generosity of others.

The Rhododendron, Camellia & Magnolia Group extend their
thanks to the descendants of the contributing authors, and others
who are now responsible for the copyright, for permitting those

words to be reproduced in this format.

Despite our diligence in seeking the current copyright holders, there
may be authors whose work is still in copyright who we were unable
to trace, for which we apologise. The Group’s “Takedown Policy’
may apply in this case; please visit

http:/ /www.rhodogroup-ths.org/takedown-policy

for details.

This material is made freely available for

research purposes only.

Copyright in the text remains with the authors and
further copying or reuse of this work is expressly

prohibited.

2025

RHS

Rhododendron, Camellia
& Magnolia Group























































































































































RHODODENDRONS 1973 49

Another area has been set aside for use as a proving ground for
locally raised rhododendrons, and it is being filled with hybrids which
have been raised with an emphasis upon those with an early flowering
habit suited to our particular climatic conditions. Most of the imported
hybrids are late flowering and can suffer considerable damage by hot
weather in our late spring and early summer.

The southern boundary has been planted with groups of rhodo-
dendrons in the Maddenii Series and Subseries and Edgeworthii Series;
groups of R. nuttallit make an impressive sight in flower and are of
particular interest to visitors from overseas where these species, with
a few exceptions, are generally confined to greenhouse cultivation.

R. maddenii, polyandrum, bullatum, crassum, cilvicalyx, dalhousiae
and hnd.’ﬂ?ﬁ may be seen along the ‘510])(,5 of the southern boundmy,
and the air is heavily perfumed in the ﬂoweung season, which is ex-
tended often until Christmas time or later, and is followul in January
by R. kwayi, a species with bright green foliage and crimson flowers.
Flowering in mid-summer, it requires protection from sun and wind,
and is one of our latest flowering rhododendrons,

Amongst the species which flowered last season were R. zeylanicum
with its deep green polished leaves and scarlet trusses, R. morii with
attractive white flowers flushed with deep rose markings, whilst grande,
sino-grande, giganteum, falconert, fictolacteum, macabeanum and pro-
fistum create considerable interest because of their foliage, and of
course later by their flowers.
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The Triflorum Series and Subseries are well represented by groups
of R. augustinii whose attractive lavender-blue flowers with a yellowish
green blotch on the upper lobe blend tastefully with the surroundings.
The flowers seem to vary in intensity from season to season, as well
as at different times of the day, the pink shadings being accentuated
by bright sunshine, whilst the blues come into their own when cloudy
conditions prevail or the plant is shaded by trees in the garden.

R. lutescens is also admired, firstly for the long willowy branches
with their bronze new growths, for the primrose yellow flowers, and
finally in the autumn when the leaves turn to yellow and bronze.

Groups of R. davidsonianum and R.yunnanense add interest with
their profusion of flowers varying from almost white to pink, pale
rose and lavender rose, and on one of the slopes above the pond one
may sce a number of R. rubiginosum, whose flowers vary not only in
size, but also in colour from rose lilac to pink and rose, and malke a
very fine display with their masses of flowers in the spring.

At the head of the creek a focal point of interest is a plant of the
fascinating R. yakusimanum, which opens from deep pink buds to
pale pink and eventually white. It is some three feet high and four
feet across, and the new growth with its fawn indumentum creates
almost as much interest as the flowers. Nearby is a pink form of R.
abercomwayi, and in the surrounding area are groups of R. william-
stanuwm, ‘Humming Bird” and ‘Elisabeth Hobbie’.

A grant from the Government provided sufficient funds to build a
permanent housing for the trade displays, a three hundred foot long
pavilion sheeted with steel which has been painted a dull green, and
fits unobtrusively into the landscape. The roof has alternate sheets of
clear fibre-glass providing a good natural light for the displays which
make an impressive sight at Show time with the colourful massed
display of rhododendrons, deciduous azaleas and many other inter-
esting and attractive trees and shrubs, Japanese maples, Enlkianthus,
Pieris, Corylus avelluna ‘Contorta’ and Makhonia bealei to mention a few.

The grant also covered the cost of a large greenhouse which has
been used to house the Malesian rhododendrons, as well as a quarantine
house with heated propagating benches and mist spray, which is an
acquisition when plant material is imported, and also when propagating
rhododendrons and other shrubs for the garden.

An outerop of natural rock has been used to advantage to form a
rock garden and this is being developed and planted. On the steep
slope above the pond, another rocky outcrop is being developed, the
large rocks, far too large to move, have formed a backbone, and the
slopes have been terraced and edged with smaller rocks. Paths with
stepping stones are being formed to lead through the rock garden to
the pond and back to the entrance gate. The intention is to use this
area for dwarf growing rhododendrons and other rock plants, how-
ever, due to the steepness of the terrain, ground cover will have to be
-extensively used to prevent soil erosion.

Some of the trees in the garden have been planted along the walks,
flowering cherries, spruce, silver birch and many of the coniferous
family. Two large groups of deciduous azaleas make a blaze of colour
in late spring and early summer; there are two areas, one for the Exbury
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A group of ‘Mrs G. W. Leak’ at the Rhododendron Gardens, Olinda: photographed
m 1968,

strains and on the other side of a sweeping path, the llam azaleas. It
is well worth a visit to the garden in the autumn to see the brilliant
display of colour before leaf fall.

Having already commented upon a number of species growing in
the garden, perhaps one should mention some of the hybrids, and for
a popular choice it would be difficult to leave out ‘Alicz’, ‘Pink Pearl’,
‘Jan Dekens’, ‘Cynthia’, ‘Dr. Stocker’, ‘Loderi King George’, ‘Eliza-
beth’, “Tally Ho', ‘Sappho’, ‘Lady Chamberlain’, ‘Royal Flush’ and
many others,

Other hybrids which attract considerable attention are a group of
‘Mrs G. W. Leak’ sited in a prominent position close to a wide path
leading down the slope, this is probably one of the most photographed
groups of rhododendrons in the garden,

A very well known rhododendron in Australia, ‘President Roosevelt’,
one of the few rhododendrons with varicgated foliage, is said to be a
sport of ‘Limbatum’ whose flowers are identical, but whose leaves
are a plain dark green. Its origin is somewhat obscure, but extensive
enquiries have revealed that it was imported from Charles Mesman
of Holland in 1930, in whose catalogue it was listed as ‘President
Roosevelt’. The well formed trusses of pale pink flowers are margined
bright red and make a startling contrast against the attractively
variegated foliage.
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Occasionally one sees ‘President Roosevelt’ with a branch of plain
green leaves, also ‘Limbatum’ with a branch of variegated foliage.
Another very popular and attractive rhododendron is ‘Marion’ (Cheal’s),
This rthododendron is extremely early flowering, and may be seen in
full bloom almost in mid-winter, and is closely followed by ‘Christmas
Cheer’, ‘Nobleanum’ and ‘John Waterer’, ‘Marion’ has been exten-
sively used by one of our leading hybridists to breed a race of early
flowering rhododendrons, and many of these as well as other locally
raised hybrids may be seen in the test garden.

One of the features of the garden is the Nature Trail. This is an
area where the stream overflows from the dam and flows down a deep
valley — the undergrowth has been cleared to make way for a path,
but the indigenous trees have been left in their natural state; these
include blackwoods and other acacias, sassafrass, myrtle beech, as
well as many tree ferns (Dicksonia antarctica and Cyather australis).
On the hottest days the atmosphere is cool in the densely shaded
vulley which is frequented by many native birds including the attrac-
tive lyre bird. If one proceeds quietly, and with a certain amount of
luck, it is possible to see them, however, even if they cannot be seen
their cries may often be heard as they are noted for their ability to
mimic other birds.

The valley is also the home of a number of wombats, a large mar-
supial animal which burrows into the banks of the creek. The crystal
clear stream is crossed by a rustic bridge and the track eventually
leads back to one of the main paths in the garden.

Kach year brings new interest in the garden, E. sinogrande is about
to flower for the first time, rhododendrons which were planted at
spacings to allow for future expansion suddenly seem to have grown
up and one wonders how long it will be before they are touching one
another!

Plantings of deciduous trees are now making an impact on the
landscape with their vivid colourings, liquidambars (L. styraciflua),
flowering cherries, Malus toensis, Cornus and many forms of Japanese
maples including Acer palmatum ‘Dissectum’ and the attractive mounds
of Acer palmatum ‘Dissectum Atropurpureum’ and groups of silver
birches with their graceful habit of growth all add to the beauty of
the landscape.

One of the maples which is certainly worthy of special mention is
Acer hookeri, some fifteen feet high and as much across. Its red young
shoots attract attention and its rather large entire leaves colour ex-
tremely well and persist until early winter.

As time and finance permit, the whole of the garden will eventually
be brought under cultivation, however, having now reached almost
the half-way mark, it would be wise to pause and get the first section
fully established before moving into the second and final phase of
completing the National Rhododendron Garden at Olinda.
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Rhododendron Notes

“THE RHODODENDRON SPECIES FOUNDATION”

It was interesting to read Mr Dan E. Mayers’ point of view in Rhodo-
dendrons 1972 and of his concern for owners of small gardens in Britain
with an enthusiasm for rhododendron growing, but T am not sure that
he understands the circumstances in this country.

Like the chicken and the egg enigma it is not easy to say precisely
who started what, but it is safe, and true surely, to say that the pro-
fessional and the amateur rhododendron enthusiasts worked readily
and happily together to collect, raise, establish, increase, promote
and distribute rhododendrons. The Rhododendron Society’s annals
and later the Royal Horticultural Society’s Year Books bear witness
to this.

Granted the amateurs were hardly the small garden owners Mr
Mayers refers to but, as a result of the joint effort made to foster rhodo-
dendron culture, species and hybrids were available to any interested
amateur even though his garden was only big enough to accommodate
a few alpine shrubs.

Today the system is as sound as ever with the Royal Horticultural
Society providing a service to its members, providing a further service
to the trade and at the same time the Society brings together at Wisley
a wide range of plants for trial and comparison, amongst them rhodo-
dendrons. In addition such institutions at Windsor Great Park, the
Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew (with Wakehurst) and Edinburgh
(with Benmore and Logan) contribute significantly to maintain and
disseminate Britain’s wealth in the genus Rhododendron.

These sources of rhododendrons combine with the horticultural
commercial companies which include, amongst many others, such
famous names as Hillier, Reuthe, Russell, Slocock and, more recently,
Mr George of Hydon Nurseries and Messrs Cox of Glendoick. There is
thus little to discourage the small grower unless it be the cost of buying
plants but Mr Mayers has to admit that even the Foundation costs
money and that its members must pay for service.

I can excuse Mr Mayers confusing England with Britain but being a
gardener with loyalty to botanic gardens I hope he will not forget that
botanic gardens in Britain, in various ways, directly and indireetly,
give a service to the British public and occasionally this service is
willingly extended even as far as the Rhododendron Species Founda-
tion now and in the past.

Finally is the Rhododendron Species Foundation as well known
and as effective as it might be in the USA? Judging by the number of
























































































































































